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> What s It?

Depending on the brand and quality of the artificial turf, polyure-
thane, polyethylene and nylon fibers are used during the production.
White and green plastic pellets are exposed to heat until they reach
their melting point. Once melted the plastic is driven through a metal
plate with small holes, creating the strands of grass. After the strands
have cooled they are stretched to reach the thinness of a real blade
of grass. From there the strands of grass are rolled into a spool before
mulfiple spools are unwound fogether to form multi-ply synthetic yarn.
Further along in production the yarn is transported to a tufting ma-
chine that sews it fo mesh sheets and cuts the yarn so that it looks like
blades of grass. After the turf is complete holes are poked through the
plastic backing to allow water to drain after installation in your yard.
At the end of production the turf goes through rigorous examination

! I A I I O I I I I I to make sure it looks and feels as natural as possible.
Not Just For Athletic Fields Anymore.
Technological advances have made artificial grass look and feel
more natural, which has led to consumers considering it more fre-
quently for their home landscapes. Jonas DiCaprio of Design Platform

presents artificial turf as an option to all his clients. The prospect of no
WORDS: KELSEY MACARTHUR ¢ IMAGES: PAUL WINNER more mowing or watering appeals to homeowners.

David and Natalie Huff recently moved info a modern home and
made the decision to go with artificial turf instead of having their
Do you get sick of mowing your lawn? Or frustrated when your grass turns brown landscaper install sod -- “we decided to go with turf because it is

when you only forgot to water for a couple days? Is it hard to balance your com- maintenance free. Nof only do we avoid the hassle of hauling a lawn-

. . . . . mower to our courtyard or up the steps fo our backyard from the ga-
mitment to saving water, while af the same time wanting a green lawn? Have you rage, but we also don‘t have fo worry about any watering schedules.”
given any thought to artificial grass as a solution? For most people, artificial grass is .
a solution that doesn’t immediately come to mind. We think of artificial turf as the The Options. , ,

Similar to the real deal, there are many choices when it comes to
stuff they use for athletic fields and putting greens, not our backyards. In reality, installing artificial grass. Most companies have a variety of weights

many homeowners are turning to artificial turf as an alternative to sod. and colors fo choose from. The weight of artificial turf speaks fo the
density of the blades of grass. The better the weight, the fuller your

) ) ‘ . o yard looks. Don’'t want your grass to be absurdly green? The majority
The payoff is obvious - no watering necessary, hot summer days spent maintaining of turfs have a mixture of strand colors, including brown, so your lawn

the yard are history, and, of course, the grass is always green. But installing artificial doesn’t appear lime green and out of place. DiCaprio, who worked

\ \ . \ \ \ \ on the Huff residence while with West Standard explains, “The more
? ;
furf brings up a lot of questions. What is it? Is it truly an environmentally friendly deci dense it is, the soffer it is, and it's less easy o see through it to the plas-

sion? Does it feel like real gross? Can my peT use it? How Iong does it last? And the tic backing. Weight typically ranges from 400z to 900z. There are also

list goes on.The landscape of artificial grass isn't an easy one to navigate. many options for colors — fri-color or quad-color. More colors equal a
higher quality product that looks more realistic.”

In addition to weight and color options, companies are beginning to
offer 100% recyclable varieties of artificial grass. The average lifespan
of artificial turf is between ten and twenty years, but disposing of the
turf is something to think about. Putting your yard in a landfill every
fifteen years doesn’t sound very environmentally friendly, but with
Lo . . ) Samples of artificial grass are available so you can decide
more companies invested in making recyclable products, waste will on the right weight and color for your yard or courtyard. The

be a thing of the past. underside of the swatch shows how the blades of grass are
sewn on the plastic backing. Holes are perforated to allow water
fo drain through the artificial turf info the soil.
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= The Grass is Always Greener. The Pros and Cons.
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“We decided to go with turf because it is maintenance free. Not only do
we avoid the hassle of hauling a lawnmower to our courtyard or up the
steps to our backyard from the garage, but we also don’t have to worry
about any watering schedules.” David Huff

Artificial turf was an ideal option for the Huff’s inner courtyard. It would have been a chore fo get a lawn mower from their garage, through the house, fo
the courtyard all prior to mowing the grass. The arfificial turf brings the courtyard to life and makes it a great space for their daughters to play close to the
kitchen and living room where Natalie and David can keep a wafchful eye.




